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Reference
Safety and Tracks Woods Point Area
Hello all
Spring looms upon us once more, the winter hasn’t been too bad this year, a fair bit of snow and trees down with about 4 rescues up in the Woods Point Response Zone so far, it’s about average. We pulled 4 young fellows off Champion Spur last week (my first day back off leave) and thanks to the assistance of Trafalgar Police they were located safe and sound, their problem was a lack of winching equipment and over modified vehicles. It appears they had too big an engine in the Nissan and it broke its mounts as it destroyed their only winch. I think it’s still sitting out there, thus they were stranded for two nights in the blizzard conditions. Champion Spur Track is in bad need of signposting and clearing, it is very hard going in the snow as the post fire growth fairly overhangs the track most of the length now and when full of snow makes headway very difficult. As a result of strong winds this winter there are a lot of trees down and rock slides, bring your chain saws and use your maps. I watched two young blokes chasing their tails in the Old Coach Road/Webber Spur area last Friday night, they had no idea of where they were and although they had a map it didn’t equate to what was on the ground due to heavy logging, it was snowing, raining and late at night. I put them out of their misery after half an hour and told them where they where and the best way to find their mates camp. You must always be prepared for the worst up here, the weather can turn to crap very quickly and bite you.
Now modifications to vehicles, you should know, and I am not an expert, but most structural modifications to vehicles must come with an Engineers Certification and comply with the ADR’s. This would include any modifications to engines, bodies etc. A rule of thumb used by police is that if the overall diameter of your wheel and tyre is over 827 mils, or the width is greater than 1 inch wider than the largest tyre on the vehicle tyre placard for your vehicle you will get a Canary and be headed for a Roadworthy, possibly a hefty fine. As well as this mud flaps are a must have, especially with modified wheels and tyres, the tyres must not protrude outside the body of the vehicle. 

We will be looking closer at your vehicles from now on as the damage oversize tyres do to the tracks makes it difficult for everyone, not to mention some yobbos who seem to be drawn to any patch of snow on the side of the road, in wayside stops or on the Strategic Fire Break and have to rip it up. This cause’s considerable damage to the ground causing more erosion etc, it is an offence to go off road and can also be deemed as damaging property. Recently some fellows did a large amount of damage to the roadside at St. Clair which also involved private property as well as crown land, they have been dealt with by DSE with Police assistance, and another shocking incident was at a large camping area known as Skipworth Reserve near Jamieson. Last weekend. Some young males in their 4wd’s ripped the reserve grounds apart causing an estimated damage bill of $8000 for the tax payers, crashing into trees ripping up the ground doing doughnuts etc, they received up to a $1000 in fines each for their trouble and could still be liable for Criminal Damage and possible seizure of their vehicles. This sort of behaviour should not be tolerated by any one including the 4wd fraternity, if you see this happening get a registration and description, call 000 and we will endeavour to show them the error of their ways.
Thank you to the majority of users out there, 4wd’s and riders who do the right thing, be safe and enjoy the Mountains.

 Downloadable Trip Intention form on the Victoria Police Website. This form is a wonderful tool for your trip and can be found at this link:  http://www.police.vic.gov.au/content.asp?Document_ID=23653
This letter and other information can also be found at the Victoria Police My Place Website for Woods Point using this link: http://www.vicpolicenews.com.au/myplace.html  then search the post code 3723. 

Of interest to you Trail Bike Riders the DSE Ride for Tomorrow Newsletters which can be found at this link Ride for Tomorrow newsletter
If you get into trouble use Channel 7, 8 or 5 on your CB Radio or 000 from the phone, someone will hear you and be safe.
K.J. DWIGHT  Leading Senior Constable 26884 OIC Woods Point Police Station
Riding at Woods Point
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