RIDE REPORT

NEERIM SOUTH 

Saturday 28th June

By Marc LeBrun

What a start to the day, sunny when we left home and raining by the time we arrived at Neerim. You know how much fun it is unloading & gearing up in the rain just imagining how wet & slippery the trails are going to be. Well 13 of us could ! All the bikes were ready to go, Ron Darby ran though all the pre-ride requirements and we were set to go until Rod rocked up, just a little late. Apparently there were a few issues with directions but he made it in the end. Every one pitched in a help get Rod’s bike unloaded whilst he geared up, the rain stopped and we were off with Rob Canter as the morning’s tail man on his WR250.
I have ridden at Neerim plenty of times but never with Ron and never starting from here, so I was looking forward to riding a few new tracks. We started on Gunns Rd and headed out down a couple of tracks and to a small creek crossing, it wasn’t going to be a good day as our illustrious ride leader showed us all how not to do it & got wet !

The morning riding was great, a little wet & very slippery but great. Ron showed us the way to a top small enduro loop, only about a K or so long, but takes a lot of work to get around. No passing anyone on this loop!
More tracks (that I can’t name), a few more slippery bits and a lot of puddles from the 4WD’s that you can never tell how deep they are, before our 1st regroup. All made it OK other than 1 rider with a sore shoulder. Even after all the rain, the turf still hurts when you hit it hard enough! After a smoke or two, or a choky bar for the non-smokers we hit the trails again.

 Ron knows Neerim like the back of his hand and handed out plenty of trails that suited our group. A couple guys made crossing a few logs look a lot more challenging than they actually were. You’re only supposed to hit the horizontal ones, not the vertical ones ! After a long open flowing track where you go flat out for a few K’s, then slow down to a walk for a steep rocky decent, before the track opened up again. Plenty of wash outs along the way to get some air!  A quick regroup, Rod tightened his bars & one of the guys strapped a handy cam to his visor for a make-do helmet cam. Another steep very rutty down hill, we made our way down to Hawthorn Bridge (no bridge anymore) for Ron to evaluate the river for a crossing. It was flowing a little fast for my liking, and watching a cocky bloke (not from our group) fly strait into it and only making half way, then watching his bike slowing head in the direction of the river whilst pushing it to the opposite bank, only strengthened my argument. By consensus, we agreed that today was not the day to tackle the river. As this through “a spanner in works” for Ron’s plans for the day, a little back tracking was required. Back along the open flowing track where we came from and met the rocky up hill section, before stopping on the trails for a well earned lunch break.
A change of tail man for the afternoon’s riding, Daniel Hayes on his XR400 took over the duties from Rob. Rob had it pretty easy for the morning, but little did Daniel know what lie ahead for him.
More bloody deep ruts and mud that was more like a cross between cement & quick sand, kept Daniel busy. However, this was the easy bit. Rod led the group to a steep greasy challenge hill. No ruts, no logs, no rocks, but skinny and due to the dense bush, no other way ‘round.

All the good riders made it up, no ‘probs. That just left a half dozen of us struggling to get traction and make any headway. About half hour later, a lot of help, and plenty of thrills & spills, we all got there (Eventually).
A quick breather and more tracks ahead. A decision was made to head back in the direction of the car park.
Almost back to the car’s maybe 3k’s out, Andy’s KTM ran out of fuel. Not from going so hard, but probably from how many times it was horizontal. Anyway Mike on a trusty XR400 politely offered a litre or so to get him going. Off again, another quick loop of the enduro trail and back to cars. Where’s Andy?? The thirsty KTM ran out of fuel for the second time !!

After approx 105 k’s, we all made it back to the car park in daylight, no major injuries or accidents. Only mechanical issue for the day was Rod’s bars coming loose, no flats etc. 

Great days riding, open flowing tracks as well as a lot of tight goat trails, and few challenging hills.
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(Apologies for incorrect names or spelling, the page was a little wet!)
Thanks Ron for fantastic day and I’m looking forward to the next one. 

