Projects Officer,
Department of Sustainability and Environment

89 Sydney Road

Benalla  3762.

23rd  October 2009.

Att.   Felicity Wardlaw

          Richard Wadsworth.

Re.  Proposed Track Closures in Victoria.


I am deeply concerned about the proposed closure of tracks, and feel that the reasons given are not  sufficient to justify your actions.

With the increasing affluence of the general Australian community, the use of the forests in Victoria has grown immensely over the last 10 years,  with more and more groups wanting access .  Trail bike riding and 4 wheel driving have grown exponentially, and with the continuing closure of tracks a greater load is passed onto a smaller number of tracks.  A large number of forest roads have been upgraded are now much faster,  less technical and have been the catalyst to a number of casualities due to higher speeds on loose surfaces.
 The attraction of trail bike riding and 4 wheel driving is the challenge of navigating interesting tracks, without the need for speed.  The narrow, steep, rocky and sometimes boggy tracks are an integral part of the sport and should not be removed.  The appearance of the many single lane tracks are an indication of this need.  Low speed, technical and challenging riding. 
 Surely a targeted use of heavy fill in some areas would be sufficient to remove the isolated instances of erosion that is often sited as the reason to close miles of otherwise sound tracks.
Australians have shown themselves to be world class in sporting pursuits,  and as a can do nation.  We have continued to be world leaders in motorcycling. Our champions have grown up in an environment  where challenging pursuits are readily available to the community and not restricted to an elite few with access to private wealth and property.
The forest users call on you to work with us to maintain the diversity of uses in the forests. We have an extensive  network of roads suitable for sight seeing and other casual uses,  and we need to maintain and extend the network  for those  wishing a greater challenge.   It is inevitable that some users will get into difficulties and costs will be borne in their rescue. This should not be seen as a negative,  but part of the checks and balances of promoting a healthy lifestyle  for our community.  Indeed,  as a nation,  we are currently quietly preparing for what may be a multimillion dollar rescue for a young woman displaying immense courage and spirit of adventure.
Some other members of the Amta club have already commented on alternatives to closures of individual tracks.  I fully support their comments and would be available to discuss the alternatives with your staff if this option is available.

Phil Randall.

< randall.philipo@gmail.com >

Member of Amtra and regular bush user.      
